
Westport Woman's Club January 2022 BulletinWestport Woman's Club January 2022 Bulletin

Board of Directors 2021-2022
President- Karen Kleine; 1st VP Special Interests -Kim Reichert; 

2nd VP Finance- Julina Ogilvie; 
3rd VPs Ways & Means -Donna Sedgwick and Lauri Weiser; 
Secretary -Josephine Laska; Treasurer -Barbara Stemmer; 

Communications -Open Position ;  Community Services -Donna
Richardson; 

Curio Cottage -Susan Loselle; Grounds - Janette Duchnicki; 
Membership -Open Position; 

Parliamentary Advisor -Becky Ruthven; Programs -Bobbie Herman; 
Rentals -Sharon Jones; Yankee Doodle Fair -TBD;

Past President-Christina McVaney

President's Letter

Dear Ladies,
 
Happy New Year! I can't believe it's 2022 already!
 
At the beginning of every year, I like to look back on the
previous year and give thanks but also look forward to the
coming year and all that it can be!
 
Looking back, our fundraising since July has been greater
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than ever before:
    Yankee Doodle Fair: $71,000
    Clothing Sale:      $16,000+
    Swirl & Sip:        $3,000 
    Gingerbread Houses: $500
 
In total we have raised approximately $90,500!!
 
We have an amazing group of ladies, very dedicated to our
cause, working on our behalf! I'm so honored to be a part
of this organization! Thanks to all our chairs and co-
chairs of all the fundraisers.
 
Over the next few months, we'll be offering different ways
to see each other, build community and have fun. Keep an
eye out for a gift-exchange, bingo, dinners, and more.
 
I wish you all a healthy and joyful 2022 and I'm looking
forward to another great year for the Westport Woman's
Club.

With best wishes to all,
 
Karen Kleine
kkleine3@gmail.com
203-858-4010
--

5701. Thank you to

Dorothy Packer for

being December's

Sunshine Girl!
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call the number below.
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mailto:kkleine3@gmail.com


Sad News

WESTPORT — Joel Robert Hallas, 79, passed away peacefully at home
in Westport with his family by his side on Thanksgiving morning, Nov
25, 2021, after a hard three-year fight against pancreatic cancer. 
Joel — W1ZR — was an electrical engineer, sailboat owner and
influential expert in telecommunications and amateur (ham) radio,
writing seven books about ham radio and antennas.
He was born in Plainfield, N.J., on May 22, 1942, to Robert Stanley
Hallas and Flora Wilbrink Hallas. 
Joel graduated from Greenwich High School in 1960. He served in the
U.S. Army from 1962-65, stationed in Frankfurt, Germany, where he
earned the rank of Specialist Five (E5) in the Signal Corps. He later
graduated with a Bachelor of Science in electrical engineering from the
University of Connecticut. 
While working at Raytheon, he earned a Master of Science in electrical
engineering at Northeastern University in Boston. In his working life,
he also worked for Norden Systems, GTE, IBM, Seagram’s and AT&T
in radar and telecommunications projects. 
He taught telecommunications at the Rochester Institute of
Technology from 1993-1997. 
In Westport, he was known for sailing his sloop, “Windfall,” in the
waters of Long Island Sound, with family, friends, co-workers, Y’s Men
and a series of dedicated golden retrievers. He served as commodore
of the town Minuteman Yacht Club in 1988 and 1989 and again in



2001 and 2002. 

Club Day Lunch

 It is exciting to see the number of Club Day attendees
growing! Compared to meetings in the fall, there were more members
than ever at the December luncheon! Everyone there certainly enjoyed
catching up with old friends and meeting some of our newer members.

There will be NO Club Day luncheon held in January due to the
possibility of inclement weather and to our snowbirds flying south.
However, this month there will still be plenty of social opportunities
for you to mix and mingle with other WWC members.

Wishing you all a joyous, peaceful, and healthy New Year!

Kim Reichert
1st VP

Club Day

As there will be no Club Day in January, there will be no Club Day
speakers. But we have a great lineup scheduled for the rest of the
season. So be sure to join us.

Bobbie

Book Group

 Our selection for our Thursday, January 20, 1 pm
meeting is “Trust Exercises” by Susan Choi. It is a story
of two teens who attend a very competitive arts high
school where they are immersed in a bubble of music,
Shakespeare, acting, and art. The outside world of
family life, academic pressure, and their future adult
lives penetrates this lovely universe and catapults the
action forward in time and flips everything upside
down. As captivating and tender as it is surprising, this
book will give us much to consider about friendships,
loyalties, fiction, and truth, as well as the capacities of
adolescents and the responsibilities of adults.
 

All are welcome to join us.  

Barbara Raffel (203)-226-3954
Heike Martin (203)-761-2448



 

Bridge Bridge GroupGroup

We are very excited about getting back
to playing social bridge at the Club on
Thursdays at 10am. We currently have
two tables of players. If you know of
any other members who would like to
join us please let me know.
 

Barbara Stemmer
barb.stem@sbcglobal.net
226-2564

Bunco

Happy New Year to all!

FYI - Bunco Update!

We will NOT be playing Bunco in January… (I
apologize as I will be in the “sunny south”!)
Please…continue to “practice”…lol…until we meet

again… February date has not been set yet so look for info in future bulletin…
Reminder: Our new “game play” time will be earlier - It will be 7:00 p.m.
I look forward to seeing many of you in the New Year!!!
If you haven’t played yet, please make it your New Year’s resolution… You will
have lots of fun - and you could win some $$$!

Wendy McKeon

BYOB Friday January 21st

Date: Friday, January 21st
Time: 4-5:30pm
Place: ZOOM meeting (link below)
 

Please join us on January 21st for BYOB FRIDAY via ZOOM! 
 
Well, there's no Jan. Club Day and the Farmer's Almanac predicts serial
snowstorms this January, but who cares? That won't stop BYOB Friday's
Winter fun! Yes, we'd rather be sitting around the same table in the WWC
Kitchen, but instead of worrying about weather cancellations, driving
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conditions, or Covid variants, we'll just use WWC's Zoom on Jan. 21, 4 to
5:30 pm for the first BYOB Friday of 2022!  
 
After all, we can't miss our chance to pack away the year-end holidays, share
our new year's ambitions and predictions (Example: good things come in
threes, and "2022" has three "2's"), and look ahead to the excitement of
Ground Hog Day! (OK, OK...and Chinese New Year (Tiger), Super Bowl Sunday
(without the Giants or Jets), Valentine's Day (chocolates!), the return of "The
Marvelous Mrs. Maisel" (Amazon Prime), and Presidents' Day!) Plus, right in
your own kitchen (or wherever you are), you can pour your favorite beverage,
plate a special hors d'oeuvre, log on to your PC or phone and join the FUN.
(Yes, Florida Snowbirds, Vermont Snow Bunnies, and Meadow Ridge
Merrymakers, even YOU can join us!)  
 
What have you been up to lately? What's the good news? Did 2020-21 open any
new windows for you? Have you been back yet to the Westport Country
Playhouse or concerts or museums in New York?  
 
Inquiring minds want to know! Mark the date on your calendar. Then, on Fri.
Jan. 21, please click on the BYOB Friday Zoom link below anytime from 4 to
5:30. As always--but especially when we meet on Zoom (hohoho)--we operate
picnic/tailgate style, so please arrive equipped with your own napkins, hors
d'oeuvres, beverage and personal glass or cup.   
   
"Bring something to sip and nibbles to share; it won't be the same if you're not
there!"
 
And why not recruit a WWC friend to come, too? 
Bring  Yourselves  Over Briefly, to say hello (or linger longer). Be sure
to  Bring  Your  Own  Beverage of choice and nibbles to share. And remember,
when we finish, before we disappear, we leave no footprints or fingerprints!
 
Whether you are new to the WWC or a Member since "forever," this is an easy
and entertaining way to meet fellow members, weigh in on Stop & Shop's new
floorplan, tell us what you think of Amy Schneider's or Lauri Weiser's latest
photo on 06880, ask Siri whether Alexa has seen any coyotes in her backyard,
or simply Zoom into a lovely weekend.   
 
THANKS!...and Stay Safe everyone!
 
The Westport Woman's Club is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.
 
Topic: WWC BYOB Friday Meeting
Time: Fri. Jan. 21, 4 to 5:30 pm
 
Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/96195385156
 
 
Dorothy E. Curran
203.246.0543

Canasta

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001sov9a_DU8068Paz_5NJiwtqirEQPVALfYeyqL66rOWeZkpk-qHGMH5jPOBBr3OtLELNXox0h6H-O6qtWMZfn7nRZCgZl5O0WC1dG1lnYMOTlUK3VdsdjKWqLpu6YGJI-qqHtlQUm-S7exWMJB3YxK9DMwHyZ7nS-FT5QrMyx5_E=&c=FGxcmp_cxA1ivTBZUhAruFoHCbbKKRwDYGuKxA2EgT9bX_oMfzJjng==&ch=V2587Hg2KPQJe4zovfYDxn_wTo5_u5jb9ocL5Zz012MfbeTMdLGGMg==


CANASTA
Date: Tuesdays
Time: 1:00 - 4:00 pm
Place: Living Room

We play on Tuesdays from 1:00 - 4:00 pm - if
there is a minimum of four players. Emails are

sent out at the beginning of each week to members who are interested in
playing. If you want to be included in these weekly emails, please contact me to
put your name on that list.  
 
All players are welcome, regardless of skill level and experience. You do not
need to have your own Canasta cards and tray but, if you do, please bring
them.

Donna Richardson, donnarichardson4@yahoo.com, 203-354-8743

Community Services

We have reviewed 26 of the 43 grant applications. After all of them are
examined, we will go to the board to find out how much money we can have.
Then we will adjust our hopes for granting organizations money.
Our next meeting is January 5th at 10:00 in the living room and every
Wednesday until we are finished. Every member is welcomed to join us.

Donna Richardson, Chairperson of Community Services

Curio Cottage

The Curio Cottage is OPEN on Thursday and Friday
from 11:00am to 2:00pm.
 
We are also accepting donations during these
times.
 
NOTE: 
We will be closed Thursday, December 23 & Friday,
December 24                        

Thursday, December 30 & Friday, December 31
 

WISHING YOU A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR
 

   MAY YOUR HOLIDAYS BE FILLED WITH JOY!

Susan Loselle, seloselle@gmail.com, 203-858-5989
Suzan Murphy, murphy05@aol.com, 203-247-7726
Co-Chairs

Food Closet

We hope that you all enjoyed the holidays safely
with your friends and families. Surely, you
feasted well on many different traditional
meals. Now, are you getting ready to “plow”
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through the winter season?
During the past month or so, the Westport
Woman’s Club Food Closet was very fortunate
to be the recipient of several food drives held by
local schools. We received many canned and
packaged goods that we had requested. Our
shelves are now more fully stocked so we can
readily provide groceries for folks in need this
winter.
However, we are still short on the following
items and are asking WWC members to help
fulfill these needs during the month of January:
-1 lb. cans ground coffee
-tea bags
-Hamburger Helper/Tuna Helper
-canned hams (available at CVS and Rite Aid)
Any weekday you can drop off your contributions in the wicker hamper outside
the office door.
Wishing you ladies a healthy and happy 2022!
Wendy McKeon
Kim Reichert

Garden Department

Let's begin the new year with
some fun! Members of the
Garden Room are invited to the
PLANT SWAP PARTY, a
gardening enthusiast’s spin on
the traditional White
Elephant/Yankee Swap type of
fun. 
Date: THURSDAY
January 20, 2022
Time: 1:00 pm
RSVP: by January 14, 2022 
More information will be emailed
to all members of The Garden
Room. Please RSVP

to miraauxier@gmail.com if you plan to attend.
 
Mira Auxier and Jeannette Tewey
The Garden Room Co-Chairs

Gourmet

The Gourmet Group will not meet in January. The February meeting
will be a restaurant outing. Full details will be shared next month.

Bobbie Herman, sangazure1@aol.com,203-255-1577
Patty Doyle, pattydoyle235@gmail.com, 203-226-3642
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Ladies Who Lunch

 I'm afraid Ladies Who Lunch will continue to be suspended. The Corona virus
is spreading and Omicron is affecting more and more victims daily.
 
But -- we'll be back -- I promise you. Meanwhile, wash your hands, wear your
masks, avoid crowded places, and don't forget --KEEP SMILING! 
 
Bobbie Herman 
sangazure1@aol.com 
  

Mah Jongg

Wednesday MAH JONGG
Date: Wednesdays

Time: 1:00 - 4:00 pm

Place: Living Room

WEDNESDAY MAH JONGG

Date: Wednesdays
Time: 1:00-4:00
Place: Living Room

Please join us for an afternoon of fun and good company. Emails are sent out at
the beginning of each week to the members of the Mah Jongg Group.
If you want to be included in these weekly emails, please contact me to put
your name on that list. All players are welcome, regardless of skill level and
experience.
You do not have to own a Mah Jongg set, but if you have one, please bring
it. You do not have to make a commitment each week. Come whenever you are
available.

I am now taking orders for the new 2022 card: $9 standard, $10 large. Deadline
for orders is January 15th. New cards will be mailed early April to your address.
Please ask your non member friends to order cards through you. This is a mini
fundraiser for WWC. I take cash and checks.
Checks are made out to me and may be dropped off at the office. Thank you
and Happy Holidays!!

Leah Scherzer, Mah Jonngg Chair
leahsart41@gmail.com. 203-856-6189

Ways & Means

In spite of the fact that we didn’t have the full Gingerbread House drawing this
year, we made a respectable $… by just the sale of the kits. Thank you to all
those who participated and made this event successful! Hope you are enjoying
decorating them… or eating them:-).
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Our next Big fundraiser is the Art Show in May 2022 - under the leadership of
Leah Scherzer. We will be announcing meeting dates in the new year. If you are
interested in planning and/or working on this event, please contact Leah
at: leahsart41@gmail.com, or Donna and myself. Remember many hands make
little work (?)

With the winter months upon us, and the new covid variant(s), our meetings in
person may be limited. If anyone has any ideas for a Zoom fun(draiser) in the
next few months, please let Donna or I know. I know we have a lot of very
creative/resourceful women in the Club - now is your time to show your “stuff”
and shine!

Wishing everyone very a joyful, peaceful, and memorable holiday, and a New
Year filled with good health, friendship and love,

Lauri Weiser and Donna Sedgwick
Ways and Means Co-Chairs

Ways

Yankee Doodle Fair

Please join us on the first Wednesday of every month at 10am beginning
January 5th for the YDF meetings. We will be organizing the Father's Day
Weekend event and as you all know, it takes a few months to get it perfect!!
 
Our meetings are typically an hour in length. Our first order of business is to
get the raffle prizes set and get our raffle tickets printed. So please come with
ideas! Our secondary purpose is to establish Captains for the following
positions:
 
2022 Captains:
1.     Ride Tickets – 
2.     Food Trucks/Beer & Wine –
3.     Raffle Permits–
4.     Beverages – 
5.     Entertainment –
6.     Bake Sale –
7.     Sand Art – 
8.     Face Painting 
9.     Rentals – 
10.  Take A Chance – 
11.  PR – 
12.  Insurance & Gillespie workers – 
13.  Welcome table – 

I hope to see many of you at the first meeting...this is our largest fundraiser, I
encourage all of our new members to come and find out more and I also hope
to see many of our experienced members there to show the way to a successful
YDF!!
 
 Christina McVaney 

mailto:leahsart41@gmail.com


The BULLETIN
OF THE WESTPORT WOMAN'S CLUB

44 Imperial Avenue
Westport, CT 06880

Visit Us Online

Connect with us

   

Link Link Link Link Link

http://www.westportwomansclub.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Westport-Womans-Club/179329745441002
http://www.instagram.com/westportwomansclub/

