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VOLUNTEER

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Dear Fellow WWC Members,
 
What a wonderful turnout we had for our September Club Day. It was great
to meet so many of our new members and to reconnect with friends after a
long summer. It was an honor to have Rafael Ferrer as our guest speaker. We
just might have to invite him back again next year!

We have accomplished a lot in a short time. During the summer we replaced
our computer system, engaged an outside bookkeeping firm to assist with the
accounting needs for the Club, and worked with our finance team on our
budget and upcoming audit needs.

Thanks to Lauri Weiser and the Membership Committee who signed up over
thirty new members and promoted a number of events that were well
attended throughout the Summer.

Thank you to Donna Richardson who was instrumental in securing a
defibrillator (AED Device) in the Club and she coordinated training conducted
by Chris Gardner for members. Also, thank you to Jeanette & Stan Duchnicki
for installing the cabinet that holds the device. Club members that are
interested may purchase Life Vac devices from Chris's company and he may
be reached at 203-762-9678.

Rentals have picked up and we are grateful to have Sharon Jones and
Rebecca Solano juggling all the back and forth that is involved in the process.
Calendars change daily so be sure to coordinate any events in advance with
Noel.

Thank you to Kim Reichert who plans each club day event for our members.
Kim does a great job ensuring everything is ready when members walk in
each month.

Thank you to Wendy and all the food closet volunteers that showed up to
assist with an overflow of donations from Staples High School PTA. The boxes
from Amazon were piled high and are still coming. As a result, the WWC in
turn was able to make food donations to Homes With Hope and Homes For
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the Brave.

Starting in October we will begin to record the number of volunteer hours
given so generously by our members. There are a number of reasons we
should do this. Tracking volunteer hours will help us determine the true
program costs for the Club. By not recording our hours we are essentially
underselling ourselves. Recording volunteer hours can help us to secure
grants. It will also help our efforts to recognize members that go above and
beyond. It will provide data to evaluate our return on investment. The value
of certain volunteer time can be included in our financial statement including
those used for grant proposals and our annual reports. It's a great marketing
tool as well. We will work to make it as simple as possible for our members
with the tabulating of data done behind the scenes. If you volunteer five hours
or 500 hours a year, collectively the data can be used to benefit our Club and
our mission.

May we weather the calm, the storm, the Clothing Sale, and whatever else
comes our way, together, by continuing to support our community, our Club,
and each other. 
 
Grateful,
 
Robin Clark     
 
 Interested in serving on our Board? Positions open: Secretary,
Communications, Programs, YDF Chair(s)

MAKING STRIDES AGAINST BREAST CANCER WALK – 2022

Please mark your calendar for the annual
Making Strides Against Breast Cancer Walk on
Sunday, October 16th at Sherwood Island State
Park at 9:30am. As we have done for many
years, members (and their friends and family)
of the Woman’s Club will be walking together
as a team, alongside thousands of people, to
raise funds for breast cancer research and to
show support for all women – their friends,
family, neighbors, and themselves – who have experienced this disease.
We will meet at the flag pole at Sherwood Island Park – allow sufficient time to
park and walk to the flag pole. Wear something pink if possible.
Go to the website for Making Strides Against Breast Cancer, Westport location,
and register (and donate) under the Westport Woman’s Club team. Contact
Audrey Rabinowitz (bxiteb4@aol.com or (203) 505-8083 if you will be a
walker, or for further information.
And, after the walk is completed, we’ll convene at the Sherwood Diner to
replenish the calories we walked off!

October Dates to Remember!
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Club Day Lunch

What a delight it was to see so many
familiar faces at September Club Day! And it
was a pleasure to meet all the new members
who have recently joined the Westport
Woman's Club!
 
Hopefully, we will have even a larger turnout

for our next Club Day on Monday, October 3rd. Aux Delices is planning a
delicious lunch for us. The entree will be Spinach Mushroom Quiche with a
Baby Arugula Salad with pine nuts, oranges, fennel and sherry vinaigrette.
Accompanying the entree will be Parker House Rolls with butter. Dessert will
be Chocolate Torte with whipped cream. Sounds like a wonderful luncheon,
don't you agree?
 
Remember to RSVP by Wednesday, September 28th; call the office to
confirm. If your name is on the permanent lunch list, no need to call (but
remember that if you are a "no-show" then you will be billed for your meal). If
you would like to add your name to the permanent lunch list, just call Noel and
she will take care of you. It is so easy that way, no need to remember to call.
 
The fee for the WWC Club Day luncheon is now $25 (cash or check); this
includes wine and beverages from 11:30-12:00 in the Dining Room and lunch



at noon in Bedford Hall.
 
The Food Closet will be collecting ORANGE foods (canned carrots, canned
yams, orange marmalade, jello, candy corn, Halloween Oreos) at Club Day. You
can drop off your donations on the table under the clock in Bedford Hall. Or... if
you prefer, you can always make a small cash contribution so we can pick up a
few items that are missing from our Food Closet shelves.
 
Looking forward to seeing you on October 3rd!
 
Kim Reichert
1st VP

Club Day Honored Guest

First Selectwoman of Westport, Jennifer Tooker,
has long been a public servant in our
community. Prior to becoming First Selectwoman,
Jennifer was Second Selectwoman, a position she
has held since her election in 2017. She has served
as a member of the Westport Board of Finance, the
Westport Board of Education and the Westport
Conservation Commission.
Jennifer's accomplishments go far beyond this,
and we will ask her to share her story. Jennifer will

also give us an update on town events and we are delighted she will be joining
us!

Book Group

Our selection for the October 20 1pm Book Club
meeting is "The Stationery Shop" by Marjan
Kamali. Roya, an idealistic teenager living amid the
political upheaval of 1953 Tehran, finds a literary oasis
in kindly Mr. Fakhri's neighborhood stationery shop,
stocked with books and pens and bottles of jewel
colored ink. Mr. Fakhri introduces her to his other
favorite customer - handsome Bahman, who has a
passion for justice and a love for Rumi's poetry. Their
romance blossoms, but on the eve of their marriage,
violence erupts, and a coup d'état changes their
country forever. The couple is separated, and Roya is
unable to find him. She emigrates to America and

moves on with her life. Many years later an accident of fate leads her back to
Bahman and offers her a chance to ask the questions that have haunted her -
why did you leave? Where did you go? How could you forget me?
 
All are welcome to join us in the living room for an approximately one-hour



discussion. See you October 20 at 1pm.
 
Barbara Raffel (203) 226-3954
Heike Martin (203) 227-2448

Bridge

FRIDAYS: 1:30 PM

The bridge group has returned to play this
September. We welcome beginner as well as
more experienced players. This is social

bridge with players giving help to others if requested. Enjoy the social
company of our members while improving your game.

We will play at the Club on Fridays starting at 1:30 pm. Alternate days and
times may be added depending on member responses so please let us
know your availability (days and times) if you can’t play on Fridays. 
 
Contact Pattie if you are a beginner or Barbara if you are at a more
experienced playing level so we can determine if we have enough players
to complete tables of four.

Pattie Takita at patakita3@gmail.com
Barbara Stemmer at barb.stem@sbcglobal.net

Bunco

Date: Tuesday, October 18th
Time: 6:30 p.m. “chat & chew"
Game play begins @ 7:00 p.m.

Place: Bedford Hall
Cost: $5.00

Bring your favorite drink and a snack or dessert to share. Sign up on board in
the foyer or call Noel and ask her to put your name on the list.

The dice rolling!!! ���Perfect for New Members
The trick is to roll a Bunco, the treat is being with friends !!!

No experience is necessary…All are welcome!

Wendy McKeon
246-2496

BYOB Friday
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Date: Friday, October 21st
Time: 4-5:30pm  

(New Members encouraged to attend!)
Place: WWC Kitchen

 
Please join us on Oct. 21st for BYOB FRIDAY  
to welcome New Members, celebrate

Autumn, and hear
what to expect from our Fall '22 Fundraisers and Social Events!
 

What fun at last BYOB to reconnect after Summer and try out each other's
appetizers! Let's do it again! Come one, come all, to gather in the WWC Kitchen
for October BYOB Friday! As many of you know, BYOB meets just once per
month, on the 3rd Friday, from 4 to 5:30 pm.
 

ALL members, new or renewed, are welcome, so swing by on your way home
from Trader Joe's and join the tailgate-style fun with an hors d'oeuvre and
beverage of your choosing (chips, dip and a water bottle will do). We enjoy
"show and tell," so bring your favorite cellphone photos. Each of us brings her
own napkins, corkscrew (if needed), glasses and serving implements. Then,
voila! At 5:30, refreshed by good company, we pack up and disappear, leaving
"no crumbs, footprints or fingerprints." Here's your chance to tell us about
what couture you've donated to the Clothing Sale and how many shifts you're
volunteering to keep an eye on it (in case you decide to buy it back)!  
 

Plus! We'll toast New Members, and catch up on the WWC "grapevine,"
hearing about plans and progress for upcoming Fundraisers and social events. 
 

Sooooo... Please do stop by the WWC Kitchen anytime from 4 to 5:30 on
Friday, Oct. 21st! 
 

Bring Yourselves Over Briefly, to say hello (or linger longer).
 

"Bring something to sip and nibbles to share; it won't be the same if you're not
there!" 
  

Whether you are new to the WWC or a Member since "forever," this is an easy
and entertaining way to meet fellow members, enjoy the last days of summer,
learn more about how the WWC really works (LOL), or simply launch a
leisurely weekend. 
 

THANKS! 
Looking forward to seeing you! 
 

Dorothy E. Curran 203.246.0543

Canasta

Date: Tuesdays
Time: 1:00 - 4:00 pm

Place: Living Room



We play on Tuesdays from 1:00 - 4:00 pm - if
there is a minimum of four players. Emails are
sent out at the beginning of each weekend to
members who are interested in playing. If you
want to be included in these weekly emails, please
contact me to put your name on that list. All
players are welcome, regardless of skill level and
experience. You do not need to have your own

Canasta cards and tray but, if you do, please bring them.

If you have been exposed to COVID, please stay home.

Donna Richardson, donnarichardson4@yahoo.com, 203-354-8743

Community Services

Grant information will be published next month and the application will be on
our website. They will be due October 31st. They will be distributed to the
committee the following week and then we will start meeting weekly – except
for holidays.

If you are interested in helping with this very fulfilling process, please email me
below. Remember, we raise money to give it away. Hope to hear from many of
you.

Donna Richardson
Chairperson of Community Services
Donnarichardson4@yahoo.com
203-354-8743

Curio Cottage

The Curio Cottage is OPEN on
Thursday and Friday from 11:00
am to 2:00 pm.

We are also accepting donations
during these times.

Thank You.

Susan Loselle, Co-Chair
seloselle@gmail.com
203-858-5989 

Suzan Murphy, Co-Chair
murphy05@aol.com
203-247-7726
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Food Closet

In October most peoples' thoughts turn to
Halloween. We are collecting ORANGE foods at
Club Day. You can drop off your donations that
day under the clock in Bedford Hall. Some
suggestions might be:
 
-canned carrots
-canned yams
-canned pumpkin
-orange marmalade
-jello
-candy corn
-Halloween Oreos
 
Let your imagination run wild!
 
Wendy McKeon
Kim Reichert

Garden Room

The members of The Garden Room will
revisit WEE FAERIE VILLAGE at
Florence Griswold Museum in Old
Lyme, CT. Be ready to shriek, whoop,
and giggle as we stroll through the
TWINKLE POINT - an amusement park
filled with roller coasters, carousels,
arcades, and shops - everything you
might find at any amusement park - only
tiny and designed for mythical

creatures.

��� DATE: THURSDAY OCTOBER 13, 2022 ���

Admission: $15 and $14 Seniors (62+)
Admission includes access to the Wee Faerie Village and the special exhibitions
in the Krieble Gallery, as well as the historic Florence Griswold House.
We'll meet at The Westport Woman's Club parking lot at 9:00 AM. Rain Day:
Thursday October 20.
RSVP to Mira Auxier via email miraauxier@gmail.com no later than
October 10, 2022. In your RSVP please indicate if you need carpooling.

Mira Auxier and Jeannette Tewey
The Garden Room Program/Co-Chairwomen

Gourmet

Quail on greens like you've never tasted! Lunch with the Gourmet Club
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Tuesday, October 18th starting at 11:30 with appetizers in the kitchen.

RSVP Patty Doyle
pattydoyle235@gmail.com
203-226-3642
 

Ladies Who Lunch

 LADIES WHO LUNCH -- OCTOBER
 
This month's dining adventure takes us to MARTEL -- a favorite, which we've
visited several times to the delight of all who attended.
 
DATE:    Tuesday, October 25, 2022
TIME:    12:30 pm
ADDRESS:    2316 Post Road, Fairfield
 
Martel offers "French and American bistro fare," including salads, sandwiches,
light entrees as well as an $18 prix fixe. It has received rave reviews on
Yelp. Their menu may be found at -- http://www.martelrestaurant.com/lunch2

Please let me know by Friday, October 21, if you'd like to join us, so I can tell
them how many to expect.  And, as always, I ask that you email or call me, as I
may not remember if you tell me in person.
 
Bobbie Herman sangazure1@aol.com 203-408-2542

MAH JONGG

DAY ; WEDNESDAYS
TIME: 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm

Place: Living Room

Please join us for an afternoon of fun and good company. Emails are sent out at
the beginning of each week to members of the Mah Jongg Group.
If you want to be included in these weekly emails, please contact me to put
your name on that email list. All players are welcome, regardless of skill level
and experience.
You do not have to own a set, but if you have one, please bring it. You do not
have to make a weekly commitment. Come when you are available.

Audrey Rabinowitz will be available on Wednesdays to give Mah Jongg lessons
again. This is perfect for new players, new members and anyone who needs
to be refreshed. If you are interested, please contact Audrey at:
bxiteb4@aol.com.

Masks are optional.
 
Leah Scherzer, Mah Jongg Chair

https://url.emailprotection.link/?bqJ1RcKL0mj3TOvxKx8C6bojWHh0igU8h4nbwpB5bgBuIIq0K_6u1XlQD-ac1UIrrHdz0m59idnTJ8HbTZ-uI_Sxr8a5R5sIu2c12oveSlzpWUIZDHstZOWUpllaPqq-1
mailto:sangazure1@aol.com
mailto:bxiteb4@aol.com


leahsart41@gmail.com. 203-856-6189

Membership

MEMBERSHIP AND ENGAGEMENT

I am happy to report that we have had a huge influx of new members - 32 and
counting!

Thank you to everyone who encouraged these new women to join our Club, and
an especially big thank you to all members who have signed up to be “Big
Sisters” to these new members! The Big Sister program is vital to the health of
our organization because new members are welcomed into the Club by an
existing member and are made to feel valued and engaged. The responsibilities
of the Big Sister are simple but important - you are requested to call your Little
Sister and invite them to Club Day (where you will sit with them and introduce
them to other members). You are also encouraged to invite them to join in Club
activities, groups, and fundraising events. I am in need of Big Sisters - please
contact me to help out with this program!

We have two exciting events coming up:

               * On WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 21st at 6:00 p.m. we will be hosting
a New Member/Big Sister pizza party. This will be a fun event where the new
members can meet others in the same position as themselves, begin new
friendships, and form a group of their own (with my and the other Big Sister’s
help)…please check your email for more information and sign up.

AND

               * On THURSDAY, OCTOBER 13th at 6:00 p.m. there will be a Pasta
Dinner Party for the entire membership - spouses/significant others
included. The cost of the dinner will be $10. There will be more information
and an RSVP form to follow… please check your emails.

The Membership and Engagement Group will meet on the 2nd WEDNESDAY
OF EACH MONTH AT 10:00. This is a new group in the Club and all are
invited to join (especially new members). The point of this group is to
brainstorm ideas of what will make the Club a more fun and welcoming place
(and to implement them) ….So, please come with all your great ideas!

Looking forward to a wonderful 2022-2023 season!!

Lauri Weiser
Membership and Engagement Chair
Lauri@optonline.net

Sunshine Girl

Sunshine Girl:
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This month's Sunshine Girl is Catherine Smith
203-454-8724 -smitier@att.net. Thank you to Kathy Smith for being our
September Sunshine Girl!

Ways & Means

SAVE THE DATE     
CLOTHING TAG SALE FUNDRAISER

 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 28th    10am - 3pm

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 29th 10am - 3pm
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30th    12pm - 3pm

WE ARE NOW ACCEPTING CLOTHING DONATIONS
**GENTLY USED (NOT TORN OR SOILED) WOMEN'S, MEN'S &
CHILDREN'S CLOTHING & ACCESSORIES (SHOES, HANDBAGS,

SCARVES, JEWELRY, ETC.)

**No personal items please (undergarments, lingerie, or bathing suits)**
 
Please drop off your items to the Coat Room at the Club. Donations
accepted until October 10th.
 
Thank You,
Carol Brezovec, Mary Lee Clayton, Ann Doorly, Susan Loselle, Suzan
Murphy, Donna Richardson
Clothing Tag Sale Steering Committee

~Member Tips to Avoid Identity Theft~

Identity theft is more sophisticated and the number of new victims is growing.
A consumer’s identity can be stolen by simply stealing information from your
mail or garbage or through sophisticated phone and online schemes. Identity
thieves need only to obtain your name, address, an account number and/or
your social security number to take over your identity.

As a consumer, you can avoid identity theft by being aware of the various



schemes and consciously taking basic precautions.

Common Ways Your Identity Can Be Stolen

On the Internet – through “phishing” or “spam” emails and leaving
personal information on unsecured websites.

Social Media - Social networking sites are becoming more popular attack
avenues for cybercriminals because people trust those they believe to be
“friends”. These cybercriminals use that trust to upload malicious
software onto your computer and to try and gather personal information.
Caution should be used when on these sites.

Using social engineering techniques, these scammers manipulate people into
entering fraudulent sites or clicking on links to spread viruses or reveal
confidential information.

“Dumpster Diving” – people that go through your garbage cans or a
communal dumpster to obtain copies of your checks, credit card or bank
statements.

Through your mail – be conscience of bank and credit statements and
preapproved credit card applications.

Phishing

"Phishing" is a scam that involves identity thieves “fishing” for your personal
and financial information. This is how it works:

A consumer receives an e-mail which appears to originate from a financial
institution, government business, or other well-known/reputable entity.

The message describes an urgent reason you must "verify" or "re-submit"
personal or confidential information by clicking on a link embedded in
the message.

The provided link appears to be the Web site of the financial institution,
government business or other well-known/reputable entity, but in
"phishing" scams, the Web site has been spoofed and belongs to the
fraudster/scammer.

Once inside the fraudulent Web site, the consumer may be asked to
provide Social Security numbers, account numbers, passwords or other
information used to identify the consumer, such as the maiden name of
the consumer's mother or the consumer's place of birth.

Other phishing scams include text messages - called "smishing", phone calls or
recorded messages requesting verification of your credit card or bank account
information and emails that are job offers, surveys, prizes & awards, gift
certificates, sponsors or charities or money laundering schemes.

How to Protect Yourself 

1. Phishing - Be vigilant and look for these warning signs:



The sender is unknown
Stresses unnecessary urgency
Email contains a suspicious URL
The title of the email doesn’t make sense
There is improper spelling or grammar
The offer seems too good to be true
You didn’t initiate the action
Message makes unrealistic threats (your account has been
compromised, your account will be close, your account will be
suspended, etc.)

     2. Dumpster Diving

Be sure to shred or properly dispose of documents with personal
information including account numbers.

If you have any questions or are interested in participating in a cyber-
security/identity theft workshop, please email me at
robin.clark_wwc@yahoo.com. You can always call me directly for advice if
something appears suspicious.

Stay Safe!

Robin

Board of Directors 2022-2023

President- Robin Clark
1st VP Special Interests -Kim Reichert
2nd VP Finance- Julina Ogilvie
3rd VP Ways & Means -Ana Hitri
Secretary - TBD 
Treasurer -Barbara Stemmer
Communications -TBD
Community Services -Donna Richardson
Curio Cottage -Susan Loselle 
House - Deb Fratino
Grounds - Janette Duchnicki
Membership -Lauri Weiser
Parliamentary Advisor -Becky Ruthven
Programs -TBD
Rentals -Sharon Jones
Yankee Doodle Fair -TBD
Past President-Karen Kleine

Office Hours:



Noel Baldwin, Office Manager, will be in the office Monday through
Friday: 9AM-12PM. and 1PM to 4PM. To access the clubhouse on
other days and times, please make arrangements in advance.


